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OIme ied 13lking us out of going.

Wiy would you want o go

there? What's there 1o see?” Two

of my Talwanese-Australian

colieagues even laughed. And

alter walting in the winter chill
outside Taoyuan Inmternatianal Alrport for
the 5:30am shuttlelo falpel, then enduring
four days of relentiess rain and gloomy
weatier and developing a head cold. 1
glaried fo worty they may have had a POITL

Uniike some world cltles that are

spaniianecusly charming Talpel refused

A e mag.com

|

e

unique

‘eountry,
il i!ﬂf_{,ﬂi:gﬁ -"*:ﬂ#{,y appreciate

PECTIVE

by e i, o A,
2iearcofine
ored that tc

=y

i =By e

o e sy

m adifferent point of view.
b ey 'y ..I.I-..- fiat .,-1_-_':.- s M R

] _\Hl*i"l':l.l'. '_'l'_'.:r

"

o draw excltable gasps from us. There was
thie language barrier; apart from the nlght
markets, it seemed a lot of the restaurant
lo0d was from neighbouring culsines
Of Was westernised, and some of the
service had been sullen, if not brusque

I was struggling to get a sense of Talwan
she wasn'l playing nice

The a-ha moment came at the Natlonal
Palace Museum. In front of floor-to-celling
landscape scrolls, our valunteer guide Jerrd
explained the difference between Chinese

and western depictions of perspective

Chinese painting stacks the various vistas
Upward and in one plane, with no difference
in size. Distance and depth are suggested
through the further views becoming fainter,
whereas western perspective relies on the
dbsiract notion of vanishing points. What
wasa iraditional norm {n one culture was
dllen to another.

Ineeded to change my viewpoint

without knowing it, Jerri provided me
with more insight. Born in Manila to Chinese
paienis and educated In the US, Jerri had
moved to Talpei to pursue a corporate career

Nserteqd within

put quit to establish a cupcake business,
Ginjer, using her mum s old recipes.

*No, baking is not my passion’, she
chuckles when asked if this is what
motivated her career shift. “Why does
everybody ask that?”

What would have been obvious
pack home in Australia wasnoteven a
consideration here. Her passion, it seems, lays
in Chinese history and culture, which had
prompted her to enlist in the three-month
raining course for volunteer guides at the
museum. She articulated jaw-dropping
iacts and figures about Chinese dynasties
and the collection, but I was more taken
Dy her pride in sharing her heritage.

On the high-speed train to Tainan,
wecheered a little as we finally caught
giimpses of the sun. Located on the south-
wesl coast, the former capital city ranks
asTaiwan's cultural centre. An exhibition
panel at the National Museum of Taiwan

[Ellerature spelt it out: “Taiwan’s heart beats
with the incalculable joys, sorrows, loves
and disappointments of its ma ny groups

Althors of different ethnic backgrounds and
Experiences have, through the generations,

Anvested their talents to sense and put

inio words the pulse that defines their

‘Place and time. Themes of discord and

feconeiliation hold prominent places in
their work, highlighting Taiwan literature’s
fichness and ageless relevance”.

Atthe Tianhou Temple in Tainan’s historic
Anping district [ was drawn to wooden
Cylindrical towers adorned with rows of
Eolden lights Each light housed a tiny paper
With handwritten Chin :
Hearns that each to
Significance guen

ese characters,
wercarried a particular
_ d3 career, health, peace,
::i:‘r;iff:{;lfem an::_r worshippers paid for
S am;lfal d?lmls, o1 thgse of their

Amily, 10 be written on paper,
the light and kept ardent.
be could be seen; the wishes
magic.

Nocandle or g1

Opposite: National
Taiwan Democracy
Memorial Hall

Above: Guangzhou
treet night market
Right: Tianhou Temple
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As we continued around the island, Talwan is no 3D blockbi
we identified two common threads to our art house film instead, per
experiences, Firstly, every task, no matter [alwanese expal Ang Lee: layered an
now trifling, is given meticulous planning limes unsettling, but endearing
and concentration by the locals. It seemed nerements and generously rewarding
natural, not an obligation. Their acticns On our last day, as we walt |
were part of something immeasurable and hotel for the
undefinable; that commanded respect. Itisthe  pastbearing large Chin
exact antithesis to the Australian ‘no worrie {lags and belting out what s
she’ll be right’ attitude. Taiwan will be right communist songs. "They p1
if its people know why, how and when they on thelr dem:
are supposed to be right. Second {s that praise Fiving home i
seems (o be an unknown cultural quantity: [alwanese national carrier, 1 Caugt
our enthusiastic appreciation was always of a sticker in the crew’s kitchen. "Speak
met with surprise, if not shock. Westerners softly, work gently’ it sald. A
view the same as a right, not a privilege [aiwanese take on perspective. Y
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If you've always wanted to be a published travel

writer, here's

800 words) to editor@internationaltravellermag.com

Bernard Appassamy has won a Sleek Photo Hatchback AW

Series daypack

solution for carrying a full camera kit, plus plenty of personal
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valued at $109. It's a fun, practical and flexible
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